
Understanding an OFAC License Application Status

PHASE I: SUBMISSION PHASE II: REVIEW PHASE III: OUTCOME

RECEIVED

OFAC received the application but 
has not assigned it to a 

licensing officer for review

IN PROGRESS

OFAC started 
the review and 

evaluation process

PENDING 
WITH APPLICANT 

OFAC returned the 
application to the 

applicant with a request 
for information (RFI) 
from the applicant

PENDING 
TREASURY 

COORDINATION

OFAC Licensing sought 
input on the application 

from another OFAC or 
Treasury division

PENDING 
INTERAGENCY 

REVIEW

OFAC sought input on 
the application from 

another federal agency

PENDING 
MANAGEMENT 

REVIEW

OFAC management is 
reviewing the 

application 
response

OR

APPROVED

OFAC approved the 
application (license, 

amendment, renewal, or 
extension)

GUIDANCE 
ISSUED

OFAC issued 
interpretative guidance

DENIED

OFAC denied the 
application or revoked 

the license

RETURNED 
WITHOUT 
ACTION

OFAC returned the 
application without 

action (RWA) and issued 
an explanation letter

CLOSED

OFAC closed the 
application (duplicate, 

void, or withdrawn)

Note:  Not all statuses will apply to all license and interpretative guidance applications.  For example, an applicant may not receive a request for information (RFI), or an application 
may not be sent for interagency review.  

Note:  OFAC’s review process is iterative in nature.  For example, the applicant may receive an RFI after interagency review, or an application may go through multiple rounds of 
review and coordination before reaching a final determination. 
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