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§ 550.574 Travel and residence transactions authorized.

(a) General License. Except as provided in paragraphs (b)
and (c) of this section, U.S. persons are authorized to engage
in transactions relating to travel to, from, and within Libya,
and residence and maintenance within Libya, that are otherwise
prohibited by § 550.207 of this part. Travel-related services,
such as the booking of travel and accommodations within Libya
for U.S. persons by U.S. travel service providers are
authorized.

(b) Form of Payment.

(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) (2) and (b) (3),
below, payment for transactions authorized by paragraph (a) of
this section must be in cash, or by debit or credit to accounts
held at banks that are not in Libya and not entities of the
Government of Libya, provided that such accounts are not the
accounts of banks that are entities of the Government of Libya.
Any such payments that are routed through the U.S. financial
system should reference this general license to avoid the blocking
or rejection of the payment. In addition, U.S. persons may not
use U.S.-issued credit cards to pay for these transactions, with
the exception of transactions with non-Libyan carriers.

(2) U.S. persons in Libya are authorized to open and
maintain accounts at a financial institution in Libya to pay for
their maintenance, residence and travel-related expenses while
in Libya. Such accounts may be funded only in cash or from
accounts maintained at banks that are neither U.S. persons nor
entities of the Government of Libya.

(3) The form of payment to U.S. travel service
providers for bookings authorized by paragraph (a) of this
section is not restricted.



(c) Transactions not authorized by this section.

(1) This section does not authorize any transactions
prohibited by § 550.203 of this part, including, but not limited to,
flights to or from Libya by U.S. air carriers, code-sharing
involving flights to or from Libya, or flights to or from the United
States by Libyan air carriers. These transactions remain
prohibited.

(2) This section does not authorize any debit to a
blocked account or transfer of blocked property.

(d) Libyan-origin personal effects. The general license in
paragraph (a) of this section authorizes the importation into
the United States of Libyan-origin personal effects, including
gifts limited in value to $400 per person per trip, provided
that such items are not intended for resale or otherwise
prohibited from importation.

(e) Effective date. This section is effective February 26,
2004.

NOTE 1 TO § 550.574: The U.S. Department of
State has lifted restrictions on the use of U.S.
passports for travel to Libya. Accordingly,
validation of U.S. passports by the Department of
State for travel to Libya is no longer required.

NOTE 2 TO § 550.574: This section supersedes
§ 550.560, Transactions related to travel to, and
residence within, Libya by immediate family members of
Libyan nationals.
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